2006 with the Suddaths

Well: Here we are again - another year has passed, and I don't know where it went! There is some excitement, however, as I write this, I am sitting in a hospital room anticipating the birth of my first grandchild: a boy - his name is Riley David, and we are all anxiously awaiting his arrival. More on that later... It's been a busy year - Some good things and a few not so good - kind of the way life normally goes, I guess - hope this letter finds all of you well, and hope to see some of you in the coming year - here's a synopsis of how the year went for us:

January:

Kind of a quiet month, recovering from the holidays and spending our time working and trying to enjoy life - we have much to be grateful for in this as in other years; our health is good, our children are doing well, and we are pretty much able to do what we choose to do in our limited spare time. I have season tickets to the Denver theater, and so a friend and I went to a couple of performances this month: “Little Shop of Horrors” was really good, and “Dame Edna” was quite interesting ...

February: 

Mike turns 33 this month - We celebrated his birthday at Macaroni Grill - Yum! - He and Jessie are both doing well - working hard and taking care of the 3 boys - Mike seems quite happy to be involved in a much larger family than we had - never a dull moment, I'm sure! I guess winter is a good time for the theater - We saw “Dr Doolittle” and “The Boyfriend” - Both were fun - Looking forward to more of the same! ...

March: 

It's almost time for the dreaded “Oracle” program to be launched at work. I've been training for nearly a year with conference calls and trips - Soon it will begin! Several of us went on an overnight trip to the Albuquerque office to see Oracle in action - they launched on Jan 1 - and the results are just as frustrating and aggravating as we had expected. Can't wait till we launch here in Denver - NOT! Meanwhile, life goes on as usual for the family - Too bad that I am so busy I find it difficult to enjoy what's going on - maybe someday I can retire again??

April:

Finally: a few days away from the office - Bob and I fly to Salt Lake City to spend Easter with our friends Rick and Rita - Rick also happens to be my friend Donna's son, so she joins us there. Rick sings in the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, so we were able to enjoy their concert on Easter morning - we also managed to do a little shopping while we're there - Surprise! And some eating out, and some playing of “Mexican Train”. Totally enjoyed our time there - Looking forward to seeing them again in 2007 when Donna's granddaughter gets married here next June. We also had a visit from my friend Mo from Albuquerque - she was in Denver for business, and spent a weekend with us - we enjoyed some shopping, some eating and some walking - and lots of gabbing - hope to see her again soon!

May: 

The launch of “Oracle” is May 1st, a big change in our work environment: pretty much every aspect of my job has now changed - I go from knowing everything inside out, to knowing virtually nothing - hopefully this will change soon. Donna and Ed spend a few days with us on their way from CA to PA - we have time to play a few rounds of our favorite game - Mexican Train. It's good to see them if only for a short time - Ed's son takes us all out to our wonderful Italian restaurant Magianno's, - for dinner one night, and then they are off again - and we do miss them... For Mothers day, the kids take us to dinner at the ”Cheesecake Factory” - a new experience for us and very yummy - and then we find out that Jesica - Mike's fiancé- is pregnant!! I'm finally going to be a Grandmother!! Can you believe it?

June:

A pretty quiet month - trying to deal with the challenges at work - to add insult to injury, my long-time co-worker Kelly - is moving to our Las Vegas school to work - can't believe she's deserting me! Then near the end of the month we leave for NY to spend some time with George and Sandy. And what a trip we had: everything was great for our flight from Denver to Chicago - however after our plane from Chicago to Syracuse had mechanical problems, the flight was canceled and not replaced. When it was our turn to rebook, we were told they could get us to Syracuse on Sunday! (this was Thursday!!) After many tears and much trial and tribulation - we took the absolute only flight to anywhere in NY state that had seats available - and that was to White Plains. So we spent most of the day in Chicago, arrived in White Plains in time to spend the night in a hotel, got up the next morning, took a 3-hour bus ride to Albany, where Sandy met us after a 1.5 hr drive. So we were about 24 hrs late, but it was better than spending 3 days in Chicago! And of course our luggage was very confused and arrived several days later, but that is a story for:

July: 

Of course, Sandy had our time in NY all planned - first up was a short car ride to New York's “wine country “in the Finger Lakes region. We stayed a couple of nights in a lovely bed and breakfast - unfortunately we had to wear George and Sandy's clothes since our luggage arrived after we left on our trip - but we had a great time - visited the Corning glass factory, which was amazing, as well as several wineries, where we did some taste testing - This was great fun! We watched fireworks over one of the lakes, and enjoyed all the lights around the perimeter of the lake - a tradition which was very cool - managed to find time for some shopping and enjoyed some great food as well. The weather cooperated nicely, and we had a great time - also took a boat ride out on the lake, which included a celebration of some sort - we were treated to birthday cake and live music! On the way back to Sandy and George's, we discovered a little town that had probably 20 antique stores, so we returned there later in the week and spent an entire day antiquing - we also went to a couple of cookouts - visited with friends and relatives. Oh, and Sandy had a couple of surprises for us when we first arrived: 1) a cool new Gazebo off their back patio - we spent a lot of time there -and 2) completion of their master bath, both of which were complete surprises, as they had given us no clues prior to our arrival. All in all, it was a great trip which we enjoyed immensely.

August:

Bob and I used a timeshare week to book a condo in Pagosa Springs. This was planned as a relaxing , quiet week and it worked out exactly as we had hoped. We spent a lot of time relaxing on our patio which overlooked a golf course - reading and drinking iced tea. We ate out some, cooked in some, did most of our Christmas shopping, spent some time in the Hot Springs pools, and generally enjoyed life. Pagosa Springs is about 5 hours from Littleton, near the southwest corner of the state - a nice drive through the mountains. We really did enjoy a vacation where we had nothing planned, and had no pressure to do anything - a nice prelude to my busiest season at work: CE season!! Can't wait!

 September:

Bob and I attended an excellent performance at the Country Dinner Playhouse called “Swing”. We hadn't been there in several years - heard about the show from a co-worker, and just decided to get tickets after it was extended a week - even went on a week night (usually we stay home during the week, since we are such “old fogies”). It was really a fun time, and kind of unexpected - big band music - lots of dancing - I could have gone back the next night to see it again! So I've been having fun buying baby gifts - “grandmotherhood” is getting closer: we bought a combo stroller/car seat for “incoming” as Mike calls him - we know it's a boy, but he has no name quite yet - Jess and Mike haven't found a name they agree on, but I'm sure they will soon.

October:

A busy month: We begin with our almost-annual trip to Albuquerque to see the balloons. Two co-workers from our corporate office in Chicago that I've known for some time joined us, for their first balloon-viewing. The weather wasn't the best we've ever had, but it held up for the mass ascension on Saturday, so we enjoyed that morning, which began at 4:00 AM. On Sunday we weren't so lucky and got rained out, but we still enjoyed shopping in “Old Town”, perusing the huge craft fair, Getting everyone together for a party on Saturday night, and taking advantage of my friend Mo's hospitality. We all stayed with her - what fun!! Two of Mo's son's gave up their rooms and bunked together so we'd all have a place to sleep - we always enjoy our time there. We did have some bad luck on the drive home - had to buy a new battery for our minivan, but all in all a great time, as usual.. We celebrate Kama's 36th birthday with a nice dinner at home - she is so busy traveling for her job that we were amazed to be able to get together at all! But we did, and enjoyed some yummy cake as well. Boy, am I getting old or what?! My friend Karen and I saw the “Lion King” on stage, and it was fantastic! Truly amazing, with all the “animals” and costumes: one of the best performances we've seen - I would definitely recommend it.

November:

I went to a baby shower for Jessie given by one of her friends - we did the usual games, ate a selection of fattening food, and marveled at all the fun things she received for the baby's room. Can't think of a single thing this baby will need - I'm ready to begin spoiling him! We had another get-together - this time at “Macaroni Grille” for Bob's birthday - It's such fun to find out what everyone's been up to, and plan what we'll be doing next: What we'll be doing next is having a baby! (we'll leave the hard work for Jessie). OK, so Riley has finally arrived! At 1:28 PM on Nov 30th, our 5 lb 15 oz baby boy comes into this world - he is 18.5 inches long, and perfect in every way! Mother and baby are doing fine - we are all thrilled to death... Mike seems to be well suited to being a dad and is enjoying all the challenges. Life will not be boring, that's for sure. 

December:

I find myself in withdrawal if I go more than 2 days without seeing Riley - he is absolutely precious, and getting cuter by the day. Since he is a bottle baby, I even get to feed him when my visits are timed right. Everyone is coming over soon to help decorate for Christmas, and Riley will supervise. And so we prepare for Christmas , which of course is mostly for the kids, but also a time of family gatherings, which are even more enjoyable with our expanded family. Kama's friend John and his parents will join us for Christmas dinner- that makes an even dozen, which is huge for us - can't wait! Also the month of my birthday - not saying how many - do I have to keep having them?? Would rather not, although I do enjoy the celebrations. We're also making plans for next year. We 'll be in San Antonio the first week of April, in VA and PA possibly in May, and having a wedding in August. There's a chance of a river cruise in Sept.- That's still in the “maybe” stage, so next year should be fun and exciting, don't you agree? So please take care, stay well, and keep in touch, OK? We enjoy hearing from all of you and think of you often - God bless- 

Barb & Bob 

