2005 with the Suddaths

Hello everyone – It seems we’re about to make it safely through another year! Everyone is “healthy” (though not necessarily wealthy) and we’re not sure about “wise”! But life is good, if somewhat hectic! Bob is still working part-time at the Albertson’s Fuel Center near home. Barb is working insane hours at Jones, Mike is working both at his computer job and part time at Albertson’s, and Kama is working on and off at various jobs – still trying to find her niche – we hope she finds it soon! Mike and Jesica are still an “item” and Kama has been seeing John for several months now – Is there a wedding in our family’s future? Only time will tell. . . so here is the story of what we’ve been up to during 2005

January:

We spent this month recovering from the holidays, and planning some trips for the coming year. It seems like all we do is work, work, work! If only we could win the Lottery and have some fun – course in order to do that, it's necessary to buy tickets, right?

February: 

We’re off to San Diego to visit Donna and Ed for a week of fun in the sun – played a lot of “Mexican Train” as well as cards – Went on many shopping trips (my favorite thing) and found a lot of good seafood to dine on. Enjoyed being with our friends immensely. Drove up to LA for a performance of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir (Donna’s son Rick sings in the Choir) which was absolutely fantastic! Had a great trip, and to make things even better, we were bumped on our flight home and so we got 2 free tickets! Cool, huh? On another note, Mike turned 32 – doesn’t seem possible, but it’s really true.

March: 

We had a most wonderful trip to Kauai – we met Sandy and George there and drove to our 2 bedroom condo overlooking the ocean – a beautiful view – the pool was right outside our lanai – the weather was warm and mostly sunny – we thought we had died and gone to heaven! We had a great time sightseeing, whale-watching, shopping (of course) and, most importantly, eating. The beaches in Hawaii are so beautiful – and the surf was fantastic much of the time. We wish we could visit there every year… 

April:

It’s time to have the inside of our house painted – most of it, anyhow – but what a lot of work it is to get things ready! By the time we take all the pictures off the walls and empty all the bookcases and china closets, we could have moved, with less work! To top it all off, while Bob was taking stuff off the walls, he fell down the stairs and fractured his kneecap! Boy, he will do anything to get out of work! He didn’t have to get a cast, but had to wear a brace for 24 hours a day for six weeks.

May: 

The kids had to fill in helping to get ready for the painting and then putting everything back together – but we managed to get everything done, and the house looks great. Most everything is now pale green, which is very soothing… Things are “interesting” at work, as well. Our entire company, which is nationwide, is preparing to implement a new computer program called “Oracle” for our enrollments. I was chosen to be one of several “testers” for the system, so I went to Chicago for several days of intense computer “fun and games”. Oh how I hate change! Unfortunately for many reasons a new computer system is a necessity.

June:

Bob is doing physical therapy several times a week now that his brace has been removed – he’ll be back as good as new very soon! He barely missed a week of work – you know how stubborn he is! He did spend quite a bit of time on the couch, though.

July: 

We’re off to the east for a vacation with friends and family (used those free tickets!). We fly to New York to visit Sandy and George for a bit, then we drive with Sandy to Vermont where we meet our friends, Irene and Richard for a week in a time-share condo in Killington, Vermont. Our place was complete with miniature golf, outdoor pool and hot tub – we had 2 bedrooms, living room, and kitchen. At night we played a lot of cards and games at the kitchen table – in the daytime we explored the area – lots of sights to see and quaint little towns with shops to wander around in. We had a great time – too bad George had to work and couldn’t come with us.

August:

Our friend Donna’s grand-daughter was married here and we looked forward to seeing Donna and Ed for a visit, but that was not to be; Donna had knee surgery with complications, and was unable to travel – what a disappointment! Donna’s son Rick and his wife Rita were able to come, so we only had half a house full for a weekend, but we did enjoy seeing them for a short time, and glad they could make it to the wedding. Just before Labor Day, another business trip, this time to our Minneapolis office – which just happens to be directly across the street from the Mall of America! During the day, we trained on the new computer system, and during the evening, guess what! We shopped! The trip was quite worthwhile, however – we did learn a lot, and I was able to hang out with my friend Sue who works at the Minneapolis office.

 September:

Barb, along with friends from work, went to see the play “Wicked” – this was the “real” story of the wicked witch of the west – from the Wizard of Oz. This was a really interesting show. We really liked it – if you get the chance, you should see it! Later in the month, Barb was supposed to have another trip to Chicago for more training – cancelled! If only the corporate world could make up its mind! 

October:

Kama turns 35! Is it possible? We celebrate her birthday together with her “friend” John – he seems like a nice guy, and Kama is enjoying his company. Barb had the most interesting idea, to paint our bedroom – Bob was excited, as you can imagine! He even got to pick the color: peach! The room looks a lot different (it was blue) especially since we “created” a cool window seat out of 2 bureaus, a piece of plywood, and a bunch of pillows – it really is comfy, and the room looks great! After that we managed to escape for a weekend in Estes Park. The foliage was beautiful, the weather was great, and we thoroughly enjoyed getting away for a couple of days – we managed to find a few shops to explore as well!

November:

Bob turns 68 – we all had dinner in downtown Denver to celebrate. On Bob’s actual birthday Donna’s son Rick got tickets for us to see the performance of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir at the Pepsi Center. What a nice gift – we thoroughly enjoyed the Holiday Concert, and, finally, it’s Thanksgiving – Kama’s friend John joined us, and we had a “plentiful” amount of food. Lots of football – the Broncos won in overtime – and a bunch of people who had a great time together. It was a great day – a lot of work, but well worth it!

December:

So here we are in December – this is going to be the best Christmas ever! For the first time in our 25 years in Colorado, family members are coming from the east to be with us, and we can’t wait! The house will be full to bursting, and we are so grateful to have everyone coming – the freezer is full and it’s almost time to decorate, and we’re planning many good times and a bunch of family meals together with Sandy and George, Lara and Scott, and maybe more! Before everyone arrives, we are going to Neil Diamond’s concert – I love his concerts – and we even have a couple of holiday parties to attend – Last but not least, Barb turns 58 – Ugh! So, there you have it – another year in the life of the Suddaths – We hope to see many of you in the coming year, but if we don’t make it to your neck of the woods, know that all of you are in our thoughts and prayers. We hope all who read this letter have a great Christmas, and a happy and healthy New Year! God Bless!

We love you all!!

Barb & Bob 

